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ABSTRACT

Attempts to make speaking machines date back to pre-history, through the mechanical age, the electrical era, the electronic
era, and the digital revolution. This talk will survey many of these efforts and devices, from Dudley’s Voder and Vocoders
(Voice Coders) of 1930s, to the often annoying "Auto-Tune" feature used so much in pop music today. Highlights will
include Wah-Wah pedals, acoustic "talk boxes" asking "Do you Feel Like I Do?" and Carlos/Bode helping the Moog to sing
"Freude!" The "Bicycle Built for Two" song will make frequent appearances. Attendees will be treated to many historical
sound examples, video clips, and live demonstrations.
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the co-founder/director of the Princeton Laptop Orchestra (PLOrk), which recently received a Digital Learning Initiative grant
from the MacArthur Foundation. In January of 2009 Cook was named a Fellow of the Association of Computing Machinery,
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